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s
k
in
d
, jij m

o
e
t M

ij o
o
k
 n
o
g
 h
e
t a

n
tw

o
o
rd

b
re
n
g
e
n
 d
a
t jij a

a
n
 je

 m
o
e
d
e
r h

e
b
t g

e
g
e
v
e
n
, to

e
n
 z
ij e

rn
a
a
r v

ro
e
g
 h
o
e

d
ie
 m

e
lk
b
e
k
e
r d

a
n
 w

e
l k

a
p
o
t w

a
s
 g

e
g
a
a
n
."
 To

e
n
 le

g
d
e
 d
e
 jo

n
g
e
n
 z
ijn

v
o
o
rh

o
o
fd

 o
p
 d

e
 ra

n
d
 v

a
n
 d

e
 k

rib
b
e
 e

n
 b

e
g
o
n
 b

itte
r
 te

 h
u
ile

n
:
 "ik

,

ik
 ..."

 b
ra
c
h
t h

ij e
r m

e
t s

n
ik
k
e
n
 m

o
e
iz
a
a
m
 u
it: “ze

i d
a
t ik

 p
e
r o

n
g
e
lu
k

d
e
 b
e
k
e
r h

a
d
 o
m
g
e
s
to
te
n
, m

a
a
r in

 w
a
a
rh

e
id
 h
e
b
 ik

 h
e
m
 e
x
p
re
s
 o
p
 d
e

g
ro
n
d
 
g
e
g
o
o
id
!"

 
“Ja

,"
 
z
e
i
 
Je

z
u
s
,
 
"v
o
o
rta

a
n
 
m
o
e
t
 
je

 
a
ltijd

 
a
l
 
je

le
u
g
e
n
tje

s
, je

 tro
ts
, h

e
t k

w
a
a
d
 d
a
t je

 g
e
d
a
a
n
 h
e
b
t b

ij M
ij b

re
n
g
e
n
. E

n

- 1
0
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w
a
n
n
e
e
r
 je

 b
ij M

ij k
o
m
t, z

a
l Ik

 je
 h

e
lp
e
n
. Ik

 z
a
l je

 a
a
n
n
e
m
e
n
 in

 je

z
w
a
k
h
e
id
. Ik

 z
a
l je

 b
ij d

e
 h
a
n
d
 n
e
m
e
n
 e
n
 je

 d
e
 w

e
g
 la

te
n
 z
ie
n
. W

il je

M
ij
 
d
a
t
 
p
le
z
ie
r
 
d
o
e
n
?
"
 
E
n
 
S
te
fa
n
 
k
e
e
k
 
to
e
,
 
lu
is
te
rd

e
 
e
n
 
s
to
n
d

s
to
m
v
e
rb

a
a
s
d
... 

h
ttp

://w
w
w
.k

e
rs

ttijd
.n

l/fra
m

e
_
k
e
rs

tv
e
rh

a
le
n
.h

tm

JJJ Joseph's Letter H
om

e - a C
hristm

as Story
oseph's Letter H

om
e - a C

hristm
as Story

oseph's Letter H
om

e - a C
hristm

as Story
oseph's Letter H

om
e - a C

hristm
as Story 

D
e
a
r M

o
m

, 

W
e
're

 s
till in

 B
e
th
le
h
e
m
--M

a
ry
 a
n
d
 I a

n
d
 little

 Je
s
u
s
. 

T
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 lo
ts
 o
f th

in
g
s
 I c

o
u
ld
n
't ta

lk
 to

 y
o
u
 a
b
o
u
t la

s
t s

u
m
m
e
r. Y

o
u

w
o
u
ld
n
't h

a
v
e
 b
e
lie

v
e
d
 m

e
 th

e
n
, b

u
t m

a
y
b
e
 I c

a
n
 te

ll y
o
u
 n
o
w
. I h

o
p
e

y
o
u
 c
a
n
 u
n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
. 

Y
o
u
 k
n
o
w
, M

o
m
, I'v

e
 a
lw

a
y
s
 lo

v
e
d
 M

a
ry. Y

o
u
 a
n
d
 d
a
d
 u
se

d
 to

 te
a
s
e
 m

e

a
b
o
u
t h

e
r w

h
e
n
 s
h
e
 w

a
s
 s
till a

 g
irl. S

h
e
 a
n
d
 h
e
r b

ro
th
e
rs
 u
s
e
d
 to

 p
la
y

o
n
 o
u
r s

tre
e
t. O

u
r fa

m
ilie

s
 g
o
t to

g
e
th
e
r fo

r s
u
p
p
e
r. B

u
t th

e
 h
a
rd

e
s
t d

a
y

o
f m

y
 life

 c
a
m
e
 s
c
a
rc
e
ly
 a

 y
e
a
r a

g
o
 w

h
e
n
 I w

a
s
 tw

e
n
ty
 a
n
d
 s
h
e
 o
n
ly

fifte
e
n
. Y

o
u
 re

m
e
m
b
e
r th

a
t d

a
y, d

o
n
't y

o
u
?
 

T
h
e
 tro

u
b
le
 s
ta
rte

d
 a
fte

r w
e
 w

e
re

 b
e
tro

th
e
d
 a
n
d
 s
ig
n
e
d
 th

e
 m

a
rria

g
e

a
g
re
e
m
e
n
t a

t o
u
r e

n
g
a
g
e
m
e
n
t. T

h
a
t s

a
m
e
 s
p
rin

g
 M

a
ry
 h
a
d
 le

ft a
b
ru

p
tly

to
 v
is
it h

e
r
 o

ld
 c
o
u
s
in
 E

liz
a
b
e
th

 in
 Ju

d
e
a
. S

h
e
 w

a
s
 g

o
n
e
 th

re
e
 w

h
o
le

m
o
n
th
s
. A

fte
r s

h
e
 g

o
t b

a
c
k
, p

e
o
p
le
 s
ta
rte

d
 w

o
n
d
e
rin

g
 o
u
t lo

u
d
 if s

h
e

w
e
re
 p
re
g
n
a
n
t. 

It w
a
s
 c
lo
u
d
y
 th

e
 d

a
y
 w

h
e
n
 I
 fin

a
lly

 c
o
n
fro

n
te
d
 h

e
r
 w

ith
 th

e
 g

o
s
s
ip
.

"M
a
ry," I a

s
k
e
d
 a
t la

s
t, "a

re
 y
o
u
 g
o
in
g
 to

 h
a
v
e
 a
 b
a
b
y
?
" 

H
e
r c

le
a
r b

ro
w
n
 e
y
e
s
 m

e
t m

in
e
. S

h
e
 n
o
d
d
e
d
. 

I d
id
n
't k

n
o
w
 w

h
a
t to

 s
a
y. "W

h
o
?
" I fin

a
lly

 s
ta
m
m
e
re
d
. 

M
o
m
,
 M

a
ry

 a
n
d
 I

 h
a
d
 n

e
v
e
r
 a

c
te
d
 im

p
ro
p
e
rly

--e
v
e
n
 a

fte
r
 w

e
 w

e
re

b
e
tro

th
e
d
. 

M
a
ry

 lo
o
k
e
d
 d

o
w
n
. "Jo

s
e
p
h
,"
 s
h
e
 s
a
id
. "T

h
e
re
's
 n

o
 w

a
y
 I c

a
n
 e
x
p
la
in
.

Y
o
u
 c
o
u
ld
n
't u

n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
. B

u
t I w

a
n
t y

o
u
 to

 k
n
o
w
 I'v

e
 n

e
v
e
r c

a
re
d
 fo

r

a
n
y
o
n
e
 b

u
t y

o
u
."
 S

h
e
 g

o
t
 u

p
, g

e
n
tly

 to
o
k
 m

y
 h

a
n
d
s
 in

 h
e
rs
, k

is
s
e
d

e
a
c
h
 o
f th

e
m
 a
s
 if it w

e
re

 th
e
 la

s
t tim

e
 s
h
e
 w

o
u
ld
 e
v
e
r d

o
 th

a
t a

g
a
in
,

a
n
d
 th

e
n
 tu

rn
e
d
 to

w
a
rd

s
 h

o
m
e
. S

h
e
 m

u
s
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 d

y
in
g
 in

s
id
e
. I

k
n
o
w
 I w

a
s
. 

T
h
e
 re

s
t
 o

f th
e
 d

a
y
 I
 s
tu
m
b
le
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 m

y
 c
h
o
re
s
. It's

 a
 w

o
n
d
e
r
 I

d
id
n
't h

u
rt m

y
s
e
lf in

 th
e
 w

o
o
d
s
h
o
p
. A

t firs
t I w

a
s
 a
n
g
ry

 a
n
d
 p

o
u
n
d
e
d

- 1
1
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o
u
t
 
m
y
 
fru

s
tra

tio
n
s
 
o
n
 
th
e
 
d
o
o
rfra

m
e
 
I
 
w
a
s
 
m
a
k
in
g
.
 
M
y
 
th
o
u
g
h
ts

w
h
irle

d
 s
o
 fa

s
t
 I
 c
o
u
ld
 h

a
rd

ly
 k

e
e
p
 m

y
 m

in
d
 o

n
 m

y
 w

o
rk
. A

t
 la

s
t
 I

d
e
c
id
e
d
 ju

s
t to

 e
n
d
 th

e
 m

a
rria

g
e
 c
o
n
tra

c
t w

ith
 a

 q
u
ie
t d

iv
o
rc
e
. I lo

v
e
d

h
e
r to

o
 m

u
c
h
 to

 m
a
k
e
 a
 p
u
b
lic

 s
c
e
n
e
. 

I c
o
u
ld
n
't ta

lk
 to

 y
o
u
. O

r a
n
y
o
n
e
, fo

r th
a
t m

a
tte

r. I w
e
n
t to

 b
e
d
 e
a
rly

a
n
d
 trie

d
 to

 s
le
e
p
. H

e
r
 w

o
rd

s
 c
a
m
e
 to

 m
e
 o
v
e
r a

n
d
 o
v
e
r. "I'v

e
 n

e
v
e
r

c
a
re
d
 fo

r
 a

n
y
o
n
e
 b

u
t y

o
u
.... I'v

e
 n

e
v
e
r
 c
a
re
d
 fo

r
 a
n
y
o
n
e
 b

u
t y

o
u
...."

H
o
w
 I w

is
h
e
d
 I c

o
u
ld
 b
e
lie

v
e
 h
e
r! 

I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w
 w

h
e
n
 I fin

a
lly

 fe
ll a

s
le
e
p
. M

o
m
, I h

a
d
 a
 d
re
a
m
 fro

m
 G

o
d
.

A
n
 a
n
g
e
l o

f th
e
 L
o
rd

 c
a
m
e
 to

 m
e
. H

is
 w

o
rd

s
 p
u
ls
a
te
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 m

y
 m

in
d

s
o
 in

te
n
s
e
ly
 I c

a
n
 re

m
e
m
b
e
r th

e
m
 a
s
 if it w

e
re
 y
e
s
te
rd

a
y. 

"Jo
s
e
p
h
, s

o
n
 o
f D

a
v
id
," h

e
 th

u
n
d
e
re
d
, "d

o
 n
o
t fe

a
r to

 ta
k
e
 M

a
ry

 h
o
m
e

a
s
 y
o
u
r w

ife
, b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 w

h
a
t is

 c
o
n
c
e
iv
e
d
 in

 h
e
r is

 fro
m
 th

e
 H

o
ly
 S
p
irit." 

I
 
c
o
u
ld
n
't
 
b
e
lie

v
e
 
m
y
 
e
a
rs
,
 
M
o
m
.
 
T
h
is
 
w
a
s
 
th
e
 
a
n
s
w
e
r!
 
T
h
e
 
a
n
g
e
l

c
o
n
tin

u
e
d
, "S

h
e
 w

ill g
iv
e
 b

irth
 to

 a
 s
o
n
, a

n
d
 y
o
u
 a
re

 to
 g

iv
e
 h

im
 th

e

n
a
m
e
 Je

s
u
s
, b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 h
e
 w

ill s
a
v
e
 h
is
 p
e
o
p
le
 fro

m
 th

e
ir s

in
s
." 

T
h
e
 
a
n
g
e
l 
g
rip

p
e
d
 
m
y
 
s
h
o
u
ld
e
rs

 
w
ith

 
h
is
 
h
u
g
e
 
h
a
n
d
s
.
 
F
o
r
 
a
 
lo
n
g

m
o
m
e
n
t h

is
 g

a
z
e
 p

ie
rc
e
d
 d

e
e
p
 w

ith
in
 m

e
. Ju

s
t a

s
 h

e
 tu

rn
e
d
 to

 g
o
, I

th
in
k
 I s

a
w
 a
 s
m
ile

 o
n
 h
is
 s
h
in
in
g
 fa

c
e
. 

I s
a
t b

o
lt u

p
rig

h
t in

 b
e
d
. N

o
 s
le
e
p
 a
fte

r th
a
t! I to

s
s
e
d
 a
b
o
u
t fo

r a
 w

h
ile

,

g
o
in
g
 o
v
e
r th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 in

 m
y
 m

in
d
. T

h
e
n
 I g

o
t u

p
 a
n
d
 d
re
s
s
e
d
 q
u
ie
tly

 s
o

I w
o
u
ld
n
't w

a
k
e
 y
o
u
. 

I m
u
s
t h

a
v
e
 w

a
lk
e
d
 fo

r m
ile

s
 b
e
n
e
a
th

 th
e
 m

o
o
n
le
s
s
 s
k
y. S

ta
rs
 p
ric

k
e
d

th
e
 b

la
c
k
n
e
s
s
 lik

e
 a

 th
o
u
s
a
n
d
 tin

y
 p

in
p
o
in
ts
. A

 w
a
rm

 b
re
e
z
e
 b

le
w
 o

n

m
y
 fa

c
e
. 

I s
a
n
g
 to

 th
e
 L
o
rd

, M
o
m
. Y

e
s
, m

e
, s

in
g
in
g
, if y

o
u
 c
a
n
 im

a
g
in
e
 th

a
t. I

c
o
u
ld
n
't c

o
n
ta
in
 m

y
 jo

y. I to
ld
 H

im
 th

a
t I w

o
u
ld
 ta

k
e
 M

a
ry

 a
n
d
 c
a
re

 fo
r

h
e
r. I to

ld
 H

im
 I w

o
u
ld
 w

a
tc
h
 o
v
e
r h

e
r--a

n
d
 th

e
 c
h
ild

--n
o
 m

a
tte

r w
h
a
t

a
n
y
o
n
e
 s
a
id
. 

I g
o
t b

a
c
k
 ju

s
t a

s
 th

e
 s
u
n
 k
is
s
e
d
 th

e
 h

illto
p
s
. I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w
 if y

o
u
 s
till

re
c
a
ll th

a
t m

o
rn

in
g
, M

o
m
. I c

a
n
 s
e
e
 it in

 m
y
 m

in
d
's
 e
y
e
 a
s
 if it w

e
re

y
e
s
te
rd

a
y. Y

o
u
 w

e
re

 fe
e
d
in
g
 th

e
 c
h
ic
k
e
n
s
, s

u
rp

ris
e
d
 to

 s
e
e
 m

e
 o

u
t.

R
e
m
e
m
b
e
r?
 

"S
it d

o
w
n
," I s

a
id
 to

 y
o
u
. "I'v

e
 g
o
t to

 te
ll y

o
u
 s
o
m
e
th
in
g
." I to

o
k
 y
o
u
r

a
rm

 a
n
d
 h
e
lp
e
d
 y
o
u
 fin

d
 a
 s
e
a
t o

n
 th

e
 b
ig
 ro

c
k
 o
u
t b

a
ck

. "M
o
m
," I s

a
id
,

"I'm
 g
o
in
g
 to

 b
rin

g
 M

a
ry

 h
o
m
e
 a
s
 m

y
 w

ife
. C

a
n
 y
o
u
 h
e
lp
 m

a
k
e
 a
 p
la
c
e

- 1
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fo
r h

e
r th

in
g
s
?
" 

Y
o
u
 w

e
re

 s
ile

n
t a

 lo
n
g
 tim

e
. "Y

o
u
 d

o
 k
n
o
w
 w

h
a
t th

e
y
're

 s
a
y
in
g
, d

o
n
't

y
o
u
, s

o
n
?
" y

o
u
 s
a
id
 a
t la

s
t, y

o
u
r e

y
e
s
 g
lis

te
n
in
g
. 

"Y
e
s
, M

o
m
, I k

n
o
w
." 

Y
o
u
r
 v

o
ic
e
 s
ta
rte

d
 to

 ris
e
. "If y

o
u
r
 fa

th
e
r
 w

e
re

 s
till a

liv
e
, h

e
'd
 h

a
v
e

s
o
m
e
 w

o
rd

s
, I'll te

ll y
o
u
. G

o
in
g
 a
b
o
u
t lik

e
 th

a
t b

e
fo
re

 y
o
u
 a
re

 m
a
rrie

d
.

D
is
g
ra
c
in
g
 th

e
 fa

m
ily

 a
n
d
 a
ll. Y

o
u
... y

o
u
 a
n
d
 M

a
ry
 o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 a
s
h
a
m
e
d

o
f y

o
u
rs
e
lv
e
s
!" 

Y
o
u
'd
 n
e
v
e
r h

a
v
e
 b
e
lie

v
e
d
 m

e
 if I'd

 trie
d
 to

 e
x
p
la
in
, s

o
 I d

id
n
't. U

n
le
s
s

th
e
 a
n
g
e
l h

a
d
 s
p
o
k
e
n
 to

 y
o
u
, y

o
u
'd
 h
a
v
e
 la

u
g
h
e
d
 m

e
 to

 s
c
o
rn

. 

"M
o
m
, th

is
 is

 th
e
 rig

h
t th

in
g
 to

 d
o
," I s

a
id
. 

A
n
d
 th

e
n
 I s

ta
rte

d
 ta

lk
in
g
 to

 y
o
u
 a
s
 if I w

e
re

 th
e
 h

e
a
d
 o
f th

e
 h

o
u
s
e
.

"W
h
e
n
 s
h
e
 c
o
m
e
s
 I d

o
n
't w

a
n
t o

n
e
 w

o
rd

 to
 h
e
r a

b
o
u
t it," I s

p
u
tte

re
d
.

"S
h
e
's
 y
o
u
r d

a
u
g
h
te
r-in

-la
w
, y

o
u
'll re

s
p
e
c
t h

e
r. S

h
e
'll n

e
e
d
 y
o
u
r h

e
lp
 if

s
h
e
's
 to

 b
e
a
r th

e
 n
e
ig
h
b
o
rs
' w

a
g
g
in
g
 to

n
g
u
e
s
!" 

I'm
 s
o
rry, M

o
m
. Y

o
u
 d
id
n
't d

e
s
e
rv
e
 th

a
t. Y

o
u
 s
ta
rte

d
 to

 g
e
t u

p
 in

 a
 h
u
ff.

"M
o
m
,"
 I m

u
rm

u
re
d
, "I n

e
e
d
 y
o
u
."
 Y
o
u
 to

o
k
 m

y
 h
a
n
d
 a
n
d
 g
o
t to

 y
o
u
r

fe
e
t, b

u
t th

e
 fire

 w
a
s
 g
o
n
e
 fro

m
 y
o
u
r e

y
e
s
. 

"Y
o
u
 c
a
n
 c
o
u
n
t o

n
 m

e
, Jo

s
e
p
h
," y

o
u
 to

ld
 m

e
 w

ith
 a
 lo

n
g
 h
u
g
. A

n
d
 y
o
u

m
e
a
n
t it. I n

e
v
e
r h

e
a
rd

 a
n
o
th
e
r w

o
rd

. N
o
 b
rid

e
 c
o
u
ld
 h
o
p
e
 fo

r a
 b
e
tte

r

m
o
th
e
r-in

-la
w
 th

a
n
 y
o
u
 th

o
s
e
 n
e
x
t fe

w
 m

o
n
th
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